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Preface 
 
 
1. This document comprises the Non-Technical Summary (NTS), which is a summary of 

the Environmental Statement (ES) 2012 Addendum (‘this ES Adendum’) prepared to 
provide environmental information following amendments to the application for 
consent for Dersalloch Windfarm.  The application for consent has been made to the 
Scottish Government under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 and deemed 
planning permission under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, 
Section 57(2) to construct and operate a 23 turbine (69 megawatts) windfarm on 
Dersalloch Hill near Straiton in South Ayrshire (‘the Development’).   

2. This ES Addendum has been produced to provide information on the nature and 
extent of the amendments and the likely significant environmental effects of the 
Development where different to the information presented in the 2005 Dersalloch ES 
and 2006 ES Addendum.  This ES Addendum must therefore be read in conjunction 
with these documents.  

3. The ES 2012 Addendum comprises the following documents: 

• A Non-Technical Summary;  

• Addendum to the Environmental Statement (the principal document);  

• Landscape and Visual Assessment Figures; and 

• Technical Appendices. 

4. Further copies of all these documents, or further information on the Dersalloch 
Windfarm ES 2012 Addendum may be obtained from: 

ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Limited 
4th Floor  
1 Atlantic Quay 
Robertson Street 
Glasgow 
G2 8JB 
 
Tel: +44 (141) 614 4000 
 

5. The Non-Technical Summary and Planning Statement are available free of charge. A 
hard copy of the Environmental Statement, Landscape and Visual Assessment 
Figures and Technical Appendices costs £180.00. In addition all documents are 
available in an electronic format (as PDF for screen viewing only) on CD/DVD for 
£5.00. 

6. The Environmental Statement is available for viewing by the public during normal 
opening hours at the following locations: 

 
South Ayrshire Council Planning Services Straiton Stores and Post Office 
2 Main Street     Straiton 
Burns House     Ayrshire  
Burns Statue Square    KA19 7NF  
Ayr       
KA7 1UT 
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East Ayrshire Council    Dalmellington Library 
Planning and Building Standards  Townhead 
15 Strand Street    Dalmellington 
Kilmarnock     Ayrshire 
KA1 1HU     KA6 7QZ 

 
 

Scottish Government Library 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh 
E6 6QQ 

     
 
 

7. Comments on the Application for consent should be forwarded to the address below: 

 
Energy Consents Unit 
Scottish Government 
4th Floor  
5 Atlantic Quay 
150 Broomielaw 
Glasgow  
G2 8LU 

 
Or by email to representations@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
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Non-Technical Summary 
 
1.0 Introduction 

8. This Non-Technical Summary (NTS) summarises the 2012 Addendum to the 
Environmental Statement (ES) which is provided in support of the application to the 
Scottish Government for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (Ref. 
NTS-1) and deemed planning permission under Section 57(2) of the Town and 
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (Ref. NTS-2) for the construction and operation 
of a windfarm at Dersalloch Hill, South Ayrshire. 

9. In April 2005, ScottishPower Renewables (UK) Limited (hereafter referred to as ‘the 
Applicant’) submitted an application for consent to the Scottish Government under 
Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 for the construction and operation of a windfarm 
at Dersalloch Hill, South Ayrshire (hereafter referred to as ‘the Development’).  The 
Applicant is now amending the description of the Development in the Application in 
order to address responses from consultees following submission of the Application in 
2005 and amendments made to it in 2006.  This Addendum to the Environmental 
Statement (‘this ES Addendum’) has been produced to: 

• provide information on the nature and extent of the amendments; 

• collate additional information surveyed and/or provided to consultees following 
submission of the Application; and 

• identify and assess the likely significant environmental effects of the Development, 
as amended, to the extent that these are different from the likely significant 
environmental effects identified in the 2005 Dersalloch ES (Ref. NTS-3) and in the 
2006 ES Addendum (NTS-4).   

10. This ES Addendum should be read in conjunction with the 2005 Dersalloch ES and 
2006 ES Addendum, including all Figures and Appendices.   

 

1.1 Background 

11. A Section 36 consent application for the Development was originally made by the 
Applicant in April 2005 because the generating capacity of the proposed windfarm 
exceeds 50 megawatts (MW). Developments with Section 36 consent are granted 
deemed planning permission under Section 57(2) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended). 

12. Under the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2000 (‘the EIA Regulations’) (Ref. NTS-5), development that is 
considered likely to have significant effects on the environment must be subject to an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and an ES must be submitted alongside the 
consent application. The Applicant determined that the Development was an EIA 
development and submitted an ES with the Section 36 consent application in 2005 
(‘2005 Dersalloch ES’). 

13. In 2006, an ES Addendum (‘2006 ES Addendum’) was issued by the Applicant to 
address revisions to the windfarm layout and concerns raised by Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) and Historic Scotland during the consent application process.  

14. Since the submission of the 2006 ES Addendum further consultations have been held 
with a number of consultees, and further revisions to the layout of the Development 
have been made to refine the layout and to address the issues raised.  

15. This ES Addendum updates the 2005 Dersalloch ES and 2006 ES Addendum. The 
environmental assessments made within the previous ES documents have been 
reviewed and, where necessary, revised to take account of modifications made to the 
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layout and design of the Development and changes in environmental and planning 
legislation, policy and guidance introduced since 2006.   

 

2.0 Project Description 

2.1 Site location and context 

16. The Development site comprises two parts; the ‘Windfarm site’ to the south of the 
B741 (which contains infrastructure referred to as the ‘Windfarm’) and the ‘new 
Access Route site’ to the north of the B741 (which contains the ‘new Access Route’) 
as illustrated on Figure NTS.1.  The Windfarm site is situated on the slopes of 
Dersalloch Hill approximately 4 kilometres (km) east of Straiton at a height of around 
360 metres (m) above mean sea level. The Development site is located wholly within 
the administrative boundary of South Ayrshire Council. 

17. The Windfarm site is located on an area of open ground which is mainly used for 
livestock grazing. The Galloway Forest Park lies to the south of the Development site. 
The wider landscape surrounding the Development site is characterised by open 
farmland and forestry.  

2.2 Description of the Development 

18. The Development comprises 23 wind turbines (unchanged from the previous 
submission) and will have an installed generating capacity of up to 69 megawatts 
(MW). A number of structures and infrastructure will be required for the operation of 
the Windfarm, including:  

• 23 wind turbines with crane hardstandings; 

• a compound containing an electrical substation with control and substation 
buildings; 

• underground power cables;  

• a meteorological mast;  

• Windfarm access tracks; and 

• new Access Route. 

19. There will also be a need for temporary works including a temporary construction 
compound, a temporary construction compound for the substation, a satellite laydown 
area, 11 borrow pits, and six temporary 80 m high power performance assessment 
(PPA) masts. 

20. Details of the Development site layout and the location of the new structures, 
infrastructure and temporary works are shown on Figure NTS.2.  

21. The construction period for the Development has been extended from 17 months in 
the 2005 Dersalloch ES and 15 months in the 2006 ES Addendum, to 24 months to 
include the new Access Route to the north of the B741 and secondary access into the 
Windfarm site to the south of the B741. 

22. The operational life of the Development will be 25 years.  

 

3.0 EIA Process 

23. This ES Addendum provides an update to the 2005 Dersalloch ES and 2006 ES 
Addendum and should be read in conjunction with these two previous documents. The 
approach to the EIA process for this ES Addendum has been broadly consistent with 
the previous EIAs undertaken for the Development whilst taking into account changes 
in environmental legislation and guidance.  
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24. The purpose of this ES Addendum is to: 

• provide information on the nature and extent of the amendments; 

• collate additional information surveyed and/or provided to consultees following 
submission of the Application; and 

• identify and assess the likely significant environmental effects of the Development, 
as amended, to the extent that these are different from the likely significant 
environmental effects identified in the 2005 Dersalloch ES and in the 2006 ES 
Addendum.   

25. The following environmental assessments were reviewed and revised as part of this 
ES Addendum: 

• Landscape and Visual; 

• Ornithology; 

• Ecology; 

• Noise; 

• Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology  

• Archaeology and Cultural Heritage; 

• Traffic, Access and Transport; 

• Tourism, Recreation, Socio-Economics and Land Use; and 

• Other Issues (Climate Change, Air Quality, Radar and Aviation). 

26. In order to provide a consistent approach to expressing the results of the various 
technical assessments as part of the EIA, the significance of environmental effects 
has been categorised generally as negligible, minor, moderate or major, and either 
adverse or beneficial. Moderate or major effects are considered to be significant for 
the purposes of the EIA Regulations. 

27. This ES Addendum also updates the assessment of cumulative effects (environmental 
effects which occur as a result of the combination of effects from two or more 
developments or operations).  Two proposed developments located within a 5 km 
radius of the Development site have been identified for consideration:  

• Burnhead Wind Farm near Dalmellington (in planning); and 

• Dunstonhill Surface Mine, Lethanhill, Patna (consented). 

28. In addition to these developments, the Landscape and Visual assessment also 
considers the cumulative effects of existing and proposed windfarm developments 
covering a wider, 35 km radius in line with the most recent guidance.  

 

4.0 Design Evolution 

29. The site layout presented in this ES Addendum has evolved largely in response to 
feedback received following submission of the 2006 ES Addendum but also as a 
result of recent progress in best practice guidance and availability of additional 
environmental information. Furthermore, the Applicant’s experience and expertise in 
designing and constructing windfarms has evolved since 2006. 

30. The main design changes to the Windfarm since 2006 are related to ground 
conditions which have resulted in the relocation of several turbines within the 
Windfarm site. Other key issues identified that have resulted in design changes to the 
Windfarm are: 
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• Maintenance of an appropriate buffer to the Northern Ireland Interconnector (NII) 
overhead line on health and safety grounds; 

• Minimisation of peat disturbance and peat waste generation; 

• Avoidance of steep slopes to reduce the potential for peat slide, and follow 
contours where possible to minimise cut and fill volumes required during the 
infrastructure works;  

• Maintenance of appropriate buffers to improve watercourse protection in line with 
current best practice;  

• Minimisation of disturbance to ecological and hydrological receptors; 

• Maintenance of visual separation distances between turbines; 

• The potential effect on views of the Craigengillan Estate Designed Landscape 
from the Loch Doon Road; 

• The need to amend the location and size of the electrical substation due to energy 
network provider requirements; and 

• Inclusion of crane pad hardstandings. 

31. In addition, the need for a new Access Route to the Windfarm site has been identified 
to address concerns about using the Doon and Muck bridges on the B741 and 
passing through Straiton. 

32. In developing the revised proposals for the Development, the Applicant has attempted 
to combine sensitive design with appropriate mitigation measures to avoid, reduce 
and mitigate environmental effects on both the immediate and wider environment. 

 

5.0 Planning Policy Context 

33. This ES Addendum identifies the planning policy considerations relevant to the 
proposed Development and includes reference to national, regional and local planning 
policies, and other material considerations.  

34. Current national planning policy and guidance, includes: 

• The National Planning Framework for Scotland 2 (2009)(Ref. NTS-6); 

• Scottish Planning Policy (2010) (Ref. NTS-7); 

• On-line Policy Subject – Renewable Energy (2011) (Ref. NTS-8); 

• Scottish Historic Environment Policy (SHEP) (2011) (Ref. NTS-9); and 

• Relevant Planning Advice Notes (PANs). 

35. The policy review within this ES Addendum records that the Scottish Government has 
made a commitment to increase the amount of electricity generated from renewable 
sources to meet an equivalent of 100% of demand by 2020  (Ref. NTS-10) and that its 
planning policy is supportive of renewable energy and heat developments provided 
that energy potential is optimised whilst taking into account relevant economic, social, 
environmental and transport issues. 

36. National planning policy and guidance are material planning considerations and are 
taken into account at a local level by Development Plans. The current Development 
Plan that covers the Development site comprises the Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan 
(2007) (Ref. NTS-11) and the South Ayrshire Local Plan (Adopted April 2007) (Ref. 
NTS-12). These plans will be replaced by the emerging South Ayrshire Local 
Development Plan, which will be published for further consultation following the 
conclusion of the Local Council Elections in May 2012. 
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37. Policies ECON 6 and 7 within the Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan (2007) echo national 
planning policy in that they are supportive of renewable energy development, 
including small to large scale windfarms, subject to other material considerations 
being acceptable (including environmental considerations).  

38. An Addendum to the Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan (Technical Report TR03/2006: 
Guidance on the Location of Windfarms within Ayrshire (Ref. NTS-13)) was approved 
by South Ayrshire Council in 2010. The Guidance was prepared to provide developers 
with greater clarity regarding those areas where the principle of development is likely 
to be acceptable. The Development site is located within an identified area of potential 
constraint, which does not necessarily preclude windfarm development but requires 
clear understanding of the nature of the constraint(s) and careful consideration of 
mitigation measures to ensure that an acceptable level of impact is attained. 

39. The South Ayrshire Local Plan (2007) states that the Council will presume in favour of 
renewable energy developments where it can be demonstrated that there are 
acceptable levels of impact on the environment, infrastructure and local communities. 
Other policies relating to overall planning strategy and environmental issues are set 
out in the local plan and these have been taken into account within the relevant 
assessments reported in this ES Addendum. 

40. A Main Issues Report (a public consultation document which highlights the choices 
that can be made when planning for the development of an area) to inform the 
development of the emerging South Ayrshire Local Development Plan, was published 
in March 2010 (Ref. NTS-14).  A map is included in the report that identifies preferred 
areas of search for large windfarm developments; the Development site is not located 
within a preferred area of search. 

 

6.0 Landscape and Visual 

41. The landscape and visual assessment was updated as part of this ES Addendum 
following a review of the assessments reported within the 2005 Dersalloch ES and the 
2006 ES Addendum.  

42. The method of assessment of visual effects was modified to comply with changes in 
legislation, policy and guidance and take advantage of technological advances in the 
production of graphics. The search radius for effects was increased from 30 kilometre 
(km) from the centre of the Development to 35 km; however, the number and location 
of baseline viewpoints used within the assessment remained identical. 

43. The method of scoring the significance of landscape and visual effects is the same as 
that specified in the 2005 Dersalloch ES and the 2006 ES Addendum; however, the 
way in which the sensitivity of viewpoints and receptors is assessed has changed 
since 2006 as a result of new guidance. It is also acknowledged that windfarms have 
become a much more familiar component of the Scottish landscape and as such the 
overall sensitivity to windfarm developments has reduced since 2005/2006. 

44. Overall, the design changes made to the Development have had a very limited 
influence on the predicted effects reported within the 2005 Dersalloch ES and the 
2006 ES Addendum.  

45. The assessment of landscape character remains unchanged from that reported in the 
2005 Dersalloch ES.  

46. Using the most recent assessment guidance, the assessment found that the 
sensitivity scores from two of the established viewpoints (Viewpoints 13 and 18) had 
been rated too high and these scores were adjusted. The review also found that the 
magnitude of effects of change had been rated too high for five of the established 
viewpoints (Viewpoints 2, 13, 14, 15 and 18). As a result of changes to the sensitivity 
and magnitude scores, this ES Addendum reports that the effect of the Development 
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on Viewpoints 2 (Loch Doon), 13 (Ruglen) and 18 (Cornish Hill) could no longer be 
considered significant. The significance for the remaining viewpoints is unchanged; 
seven being assessed as significant in terms of the EIA Regulations (Craigengillan, 
Dalcairney to Knockdon footpath, Bellsbank, A713 - Gass Farm, Blairquhan Estate, 
Colonel Hunter Blair Monument, and Tairlaw Toll).   

47. This ES Addendum reports that the effects of construction works on landscape and 
visual receptors will be unchanged from the original assessment but that the 
temporary effects will be felt over a longer time period as a result of changes to the 
programmed length of the construction works. 

48. An assessment was carried out to include potential effects of the new Access Route, 
which was not considered within the previous 2005 Dersalloch ES and the 2006 ES 
Addendum. This ES Addendum states that the effect of the new Access Route on the 
physical elements of the landscape and the overall landscape character will not be 
significant.  

49. Glasgow Prestwick Airport has removed its requirement for lighting to be attached to 
the turbines. 

50. The assessment found that there will be significant cumulative effects on parts on the 
following landscape character units and associated designated sites in relation to the 
development of the proposed windfarm at Burnhead: 

• Upper River Valleys – Loch Doon Unit/ Loch Doon Sensitive Landscape Area 

• Foothills with Forestry – Auchenroy Unit/ Carrick Hills Scenic Area 

51. The changes to the design and assessment criteria since 2006 have not resulted in 
any new significant effects in terms of the EIA Regulations; the predicted significant 
effects are identified in the 2005 Dersalloch ES and 2006 ES Addendum. 

 

7.0 Ornithology  

52. The 2005 Dersalloch ES reported that the Development had potential to cause 
significant effects on black grouse and merlin.  

53. Following further bird surveys, it was concluded in the 2006 ES Addendum that there 
would be no disturbance of merlin as a result of the Development and that if selective 
tree felling was undertaken in the vicinity of the nearest turbine to the nest site, then 
the risk of merlin colliding with the turbines would not be significant.   

54. The 2006 ES Addendum also reported that there would be no significant adverse 
effects on black grouse but recommended that habitat for this species could be 
improved through production of a Habitat Management Plan (HMP). A HMP has since 
been produced in consultation with SNH. 

55. Bird surveys for black grouse and scarce breeding birds were carried out in 2007, 
2009, 2010 and 2011. Full breeding bird surveys were also carried out for the new 
Access Route. The surveys covered the Windfarm site and the new Access Route site 
plus a buffer area around the Development (a 1.5 km buffer for black grouse and a 2 
km buffer for other breeding birds). The purpose of the surveys was to address 
comments on the previous ornithology assessments made by SNH and the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). The methods used to carry out the surveys 
were the same as those reported within the 2006 ES Addendum. Up to date 
assessment methods were used following the most recent guidance.  

56. No scarce birds (including merlin) were recorded within the survey area between 2007 
and 2011. A single male black grouse was recorded lekking just outwith the new 
Access Route site in 2009. Other breeding birds recorded within the survey area were 
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either classed as having low conservation value or were of a species that would not 
be readily disturbed by human activity. 

57. It is concluded that the change in the Development layout since 2006 does not alter 
the findings of the assessment reported in the 2006 ES addendum. No additional 
residual effects on bird species are identified with respect to the Windfarm layout or 
the construction of the new Access Route.  

58. No effects have been assessed as significant in terms of the EIA Regulations. 

 

8.0 Ecology 

59. A number of ecological field surveys were undertaken in 2010 and 2011 to inform the 
ecological assessment reported within this ES Addendum. In addition, a review was 
undertaken to determine how changes in legislation, planning policy and guidance 
enforced since 2006 would affect the assessment methods and conclusions of the 
2005 Dersalloch ES and 2006 ES Addendum.    

60. A number of habitats were recorded within the Development site including conifer 
plantation, broadleaved and mixed woodland, various types of grassland and 
heathland, blanket and modified bog, bracken, valley mire, swamp and flushes. 

61. A number of protected or notable species have been recorded within the Development 
site and the immediately adjoining habitats (either historically or during the survey 
work in 2010/ 2011) including: bat species, otter, badger, red squirrel, adder, slow 
worm, common lizard, brown trout, eels and salmon. Pine martens were also 
considered likely to be present. 

62. The assessment concludes that the Development will have no effect on UK or 
European designated sites. Potential direct and indirect adverse effects on the 
Straiton Hill Provisional Wildlife Site will be mitigated by minimising the works area. 
The residual effect on the provisional wildlife site would be negligible.  

63. Some minor significant effects on habitats at a site / local level are anticipated as a 
result of land take, disturbance and degradation. 

64. Accidental pollution events during construction works would have a minor significant 
effect on habitats, including watercourses, and the species that use these habitats. 
This risk will be considered and mitigated through careful planning and management 
of the construction works. 

65. Minor (non-significant) effects have been identified on protected species at a site / 
local level and include: 

• potential for disturbance of two potential bat roosts located within 50 m of the new 
Access Route; 

• risk to bats, red squirrel and pine marten from increased traffic movements during 
the construction phase; and 

• risks of injury to/ death of bats caused by collisions with the turbines during the 
operation of the windfarm. 

66. Measures recommended to mitigate the effects of the Development on species 
include: pre-construction checks, appropriate construction lighting direction, mammal 
ledges, and fencing.  

67. Cumulative effects with other developments are considered to be negligible. 

68. No effects have been assessed as significant in terms of the EIA Regulations. 
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9.0 Noise  

69. A review was undertaken of the assessment methods and conclusions of the 2005 
Dersalloch ES and 2006 ES Addendum and the noise assessment was updated to 
reflect changes to the Development site layout, which includes a new Access Route. 
The assessment was carried out in accordance with the latest legislation, planning 
policy and guidance. In agreement with [Ayrshire Council] assessment of noise effects 
from the construction phase and operational traffic noise were scoped out of this 
assessment and are therefore not part of this ES Addendum. 

70. Measurements of the existing background noise were undertaken at three identified 
dwellings within 2 km of the Development site between the 11th and 28th February 
2011. The background measurements were used to determine the noise effect 
acceptance criteria for each of the dwellings and to produce a noise model for the 
Development site. Using the model, the noise effect of the operation of the Windfarm 
on the three dwellings was calculated. The assessment concludes that the noise 
effect on these dwellings would be within acceptable levels as determined by the 
significance criteria and the latest guidance. 

71. A preliminary assessment of vibration effects on the proposed Craigengillan 
Observatory was also undertaken as part of this ES Addendum. The assessment 
concluded that the Development is highly unlikely to increase the existing ambient 
levels of vibration experienced at these sites. 

72. No cumulative effects from other developments were identified. 

73. No effects have been assessed as significant in terms of the EIA Regulations. 

 

10.0 Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology 

74. The hydrology, hydrogeology and geology assessments reported within the 2005 
Dersalloch ES and the 2006 ES Addendum were reviewed and updated in light of 
modifications to the Development design and changes to legislation, planning policy 
and guidance since 2006.  

75. As part of the reassessment, a desk study and site walkover survey were carried out 
to update the environmental baseline. It was determined that the baseline across the 
Windfarm site had not changed since the 2006 ES Addendum; however, the baseline 
for the new Access Route site was determined.  

76. In 2011, a peat stability study and a peat probing survey were undertaken for the 
Development site. These studies found that the peat is generally stable across the site 
except in four high risk locations and that peat depth is generally lower than 1 m; 
although there are some localised areas where depths in excess 6 m were recorded.  

77. The residual effects assessment concludes that the construction works may have 
minor (not significant) effects on fish due to sediment releases to watercourses and as 
a result of changes in water flows caused by putting in new water crossings. Minor 
(not significant) effects are also predicted due to loss or damage and altered flow 
patterns in peat.    

78. No significant effects on hydrology, hydrogeology or geology are predicted to occur 
during the operation of the windfarm. 

79. The significance of cumulative effects from nearby developments is unlikely to be 
greater than that determined for the individual developments.  

80. No effects have been assessed as significant in terms of the EIA Regulations. 
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11.0 Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

81. This chapter of this ES Addendum addresses the potential for the Development to 
affect cultural sites and features in light of the design changes. It updates the 
archaeology and cultural heritage assessment reported in the 2005 Dersalloch ES.  

82. The environmental baseline was determined by way of a desk study and a walkover 
survey of the Development site undertaken in 2011. The studies revealed that there 
are a total of twenty-seven cultural heritage sites within the Development site and a 
further ten within a narrow search corridor along the new Access Route.   

83. The assessment reports that there are limited locations where the Development site 
overlaps with features of archaeological or historic interest; however, there will be a 
loss of some physical historical features such as fields, banks and walls. There is the 
possibility that construction of the new Access Route may have an adverse effect on 
the remains of a building and enclosure located within the Cloncaird Castle non-
inventory Designed Landscape. Mitigation measures recommended include 
avoidance, preservation of features in situ, minimising works areas, a watching brief, 
and sample excavations. The residual effects, following mitigation, are assessed to be 
of negligible significance.  

84. The potential to encounter previously unknown sites of archaeological significance 
during the construction works is considered to be low for the new Access Route site 
and low to medium within the Windfarm site.  

85. No significant effects are predicted during the decommissioning of the Development. 

86. No effects have been assessed as significant in terms of the EIA Regulations. 

 

12.0 Traffic, Access and Transport 

87. The traffic, access and transport assessment was updated as part of this ES 
Addendum following a review of the assessments reported within the 2005 Dersalloch 
ES and the 2006 ES Addendum.  

88. The traffic data used to inform the previous studies was considered to be outdated 
and new traffic surveys were carried in 2011 out to inform this ES Addendum. 

89. The assessment concluded that all residual effects were negligible with the exception 
of the B7045 at Kirkmichael during the construction phase, where a minor (not 
significant) effect was identified roads associated with construction traffic. The 
increase in total traffic would be not significant, however the increase in HGV traffic 
gives rise to a minor adverse traffic effect at this location which is not significant. 

90. No effects have been assessed as significant in terms of the EIA Regulations. 

 

13.0 Tourism, Recreation, Socio-Economics and Land Use 

91. This section of the ES Addendum updates the assessment reported within in the 2005 
Dersalloch ES in relation to tourism, recreation, socio-economics and land use. 

92. The environmental baseline has been updated for this ES Addendum using the most 
recent sources of information and includes updated population, tourism and 
employment statistics.  

93. Local Rights of Way, walking routes and cycle paths remain largely the same as 
described in 2005; however two of the identified paths have been linked to form a 
single circular route and two new walking routes have been identified.  
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94. Land use within the Windfarm site remains as described in the 2005 Dersalloch ES. 
Land uses reported along the new Access Route include grazing, commercial forestry, 
and deer stalking. 

95. It is expected that the Development will have a short-term minor positive effect on 
employment during the 24 month construction period with approximately 120 
temporary jobs being created. Other benefits to the local economy may arise as a 
result of purchase of goods and services from within the local area.  

96. The Development is not expected to have a significant effect on land use, informal 
recreation (e.g. walking) or tourism. There may be temporary adverse effects on deer 
stalking during the construction works but no significant effect on this activity during 
the operation of the windfarm. 

97. It is considered that the cumulative effects of the Development with other proposed 
development in the local area will result in a positive economic effect on the local area 
due to the generation of construction and maintenance employment opportunities at 
all the schemes. 

98. No effects have been assessed as significant in terms of the EIA Regulations. 

 

14.0 Other Issues (Air Quality, Carbon Balance, Radar and Aviation) 

99. The potential reduction in emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) due to the avoidance of 
use of fossil fuels to generate electricity is estimated to be within the range 70,175 to 
88,369 tonnes CO2 over the 25-year lifetime of the Development, based on the 
approach recommended by the Scottish Government. Taking into account the 
calculated emissions of CO2 over the construction and operational lifetime of the 
Development, the predicted payback time of the Development ranges between a 
worst case of 2.1 years and a best case of 1.7 years. This is significantly less than the 
anticipated operational lifetime of the Development of 25-years. 

100. The beneficial effect of CO2 emissions savings resulting from the Development has 
been enhanced through the design process, by maximising the power capacity of the 
Development while minimising adverse environmental effects. The design measures 
include avoiding deeper areas of peat formation. 

101. When the Development is in operation, traffic emissions to air will be negligible and 
therefore will not affect local air quality. Activities undertaken during site preparation 
and construction will include increased construction plant emissions and dust 
emissions from disturbance to the soil and underlying rock.  These impacts are 
anticipated to be negligible considering the distance of human health receptors from 
the construction works.  The effect of Development construction traffic emissions of 
nitrogen dioxide and particulate matter (10 micron diameter) on local air quality has 
also been assessed as negligible.  

102. The Applicant has been working in partnership with Glasgow Prestwick Airport (GPA) 
and another windfarm developer to identify an aviation mitigation solution that would 
allow GPA to remove its objection to both developments. The preferred mitigation 
solution will be able to meet GPA’s requirements; however, the mitigation technology 
is not yet fully mature and is currently subject to an intensive product development 
programme, supported by the Applicant.   

103. The Applicant, GPA and the other developer will continue to progress the 
development of the mitigation solution during 2012. It is envisaged that GPA will be 
able to withdraw its objection to the Development in Summer 2012, subject to 
necessary conditions. 

104. GPA no longer requires aviation lighting to be fixed at the Development during the 
construction, operation and decommissioning phases of the project. 
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105. No effects have been assessed as significant in terms of the EIA Regulations. 

 

15.0 Summary and Conclusions 

106. The environmental assessments reported within the 2005 Dersalloch ES and the 2006 
ES Addendum were reviewed and updated to reflect modifications to the Development 
design (including provision of a new Access Route) and in light of changes to 
legislation, policy and guidance that has been introduced since 2006.   

107. Residual effects were identified with respect to the following assessments: 

• Landscape and visual; 

• Ecology; 

• Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology; 

• Traffic, Access and Transport. 

108. All the adverse residual effects identified are predicted to be minor and therefore not 
significant in terms of the EIA Regulations with the exception of identified landscape 
and visual effects.  Here, the significant effects were unchanged from those identified 
in the 2005 Dersalloch ES and 2006 ES Addendum. 

109. Two significant cumulative landscape and visual effects were identified. These were in 
connection with the combined landscape and visual effects of the Development and 
the proposed Burnhead Windfarm. 
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