Dear Supporter,

Montage of proposed turbine from Mountain Bike Trail, Loch Bradan
by neo environmental planning consultancy

Our First Turbine: Your First Objection?
You must include your name, address, the application number and a statement that you object. Any adult may object,
please post ASAP or, if you live nearby, you can hand it into the Buck. Postal address is: The Planning Service, Burns House,
Burns Statue Square, Ayr KA7 1UT
As you may be aware a ‘surprise’ single turbine application has sneaked into South Ayrshire Council’s planning process. The
application (13/00626/APP) is by Scottish Water for a huge 101.5m turbine at the edge of Loch Bradan. Save Straiton for Scotland
are objecting to this. Please support the communities and the countryside who will be affected, by either filling a pre-addressed post
card available from The Buck and other outlets, writing your own letter, or online; there is a link from savestraitonforscotland.com
to the relevant planning page on South Ayrshire Council’s website. Below is some information you may find useful - feel free to use
this and any additional points you may have. For your letter to carry as much weight as possible with the planners it is better to try
to avoid general wind power arguments or politics.
Skyline and Landscape Character - The scale of this turbine is so vast it breaks the skyline and devalues the hill features (AJSP
ENV 1(e)). Given the abundance of viewpoints, the range of landscape character and visual amenity in this area a single day site
visit is insufficient.
Setting a Precedent - This industrial turbine would dominate this area of remote beauty and immediately reduce the landscape
value and thereby its sensitivity. This would set a precedent for further large scale wind turbines. Smaller and less obtrusive forms
of renewable energy are available: for instance, an onlooker might assume that Scottish water would investigate hydro solutions.
Tourism and Recreation – Over 1million tourists visited the Galloway Forest Park in 2012 to enjoy a variety of recreational
activities including hill walking, mountain biking, horse riding, canoeing, wild camping, fishing, photography and wildlife activities.
This particular area is the only example in the world of land which falls within or adjacent to a Dark Sky Park and observatory, a
Forest Park, and a UNESCO Biosphere. This unprecedented and stark development will have significant adverse impact on the
very landscape and visual amenity that defines these Parks and draws people to this area. To permit this development would
contravene the AJSP STRAT 2 whereby the council undertakes to ‘increase the attraction of Ayrshire to live, work and visit’.
Hydrology - The proposed turbine is meters away from Loch Bradan’s shore (a major water supply which also contains trout
stocks). Should the development be permitted fuel and chemical storage, disposal of waste water, waste collection and concrete
leaching would pose pollutant dangers.
Ecology - The ecology and ornithology report was backed by a single day site visit undertaken outwith any relevant breeding
season (19th September). There have been no further field surveys despite the number of rare and protected species known to be
in this area such Black Grouse, certain bats, Peregrine Falcons and Golden Eagles.
Decommissioning - As regards decommissioning, the applicant has not described what would happen to the concrete foundations
and hard crane standing area or the turbine’s structure and component parts.
The Ayrshire Joint Structural Plan ENV 2(B) emphasises protection and enhancement of the landscape in sensitive character
landscape areas such as this.
For more info see: http://savestraitonforscotland.com
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I was delighted to be asked to speak at Scottish Renewables Onshore Wind
Conference last month at the Lighthouse in Glasgow. Over 200 were in
attendance ranging from developers and engineers to Scottish Government
representatives. Derek McKay MSP, Scottish Minister for Local Government
and Planning was the keynote speaker. My presentation was based around
community engagement and what we expect from developers and importantly
it was a good opportunity to get Straiton highlighted and all the detail presented
around our challenge.
Our focus as a committee over the last number of weeks has been preparing our
response to the expected Linfairn proposal and we will call on your support as
soon as this application is submitted.
I am also delighted to announce that Scottish Minister, Derek McKay, has agreed
to meet with Save Straiton for Scotland committee members in early August.
This is a major opportunity for Save Straiton for Scotland to liaise directly with
the Scottish Government.
Please object to the Loch Bradan Turbine, details are overleaf. Your voice must
be heard.

Bill

Support Dalmellington on the 24th July
Over the years the people of Dalmellington have been successful
in defeating proposals for turbines near their village. Their most
recent victory was in January when a plan for 8 turbines at
Chalmerston, Dalmellington was refused planning permission.
At this meeting an eighty year old ex-miner spoke passionately
about the community of Dalmellington, about how they wished to
improve their area, provide job opportunities for their young people
through increasing tourism and about making Dalmellington a
pleasant place to live. He felt that this area had seen enough blight
on the land through mining and plantation forestry. It was time
for a change and instead of ruining the countryside it should be
appreciated and protected. The Community Council was united
in their opposition and commented that there was a new feeling
of optimism in the village which should not be crushed by this
industrial development. An employee at Craigengillan stables
(which employs 8 people) spoke about how horse-riding would
be affected in the area; over 50 horses are kept with people
travelling down from Glasgow and beyond to ride at weekends.
The importance of the Dark Sky Park was also highlighted and
impact on the designed landscape of Craigengillan.
The developer has appealed and a hearing is set for 10am
Wednesday 24th July in the Community Centre (located on the
left as you enter the village from the north). If you are free that
morning please show your support and attend. It makes a
difference.

Car Boot Booster

An impressive £320 was raised from the recent Car Boot Sale
in Straiton. Many thanks to all those who donated items; we
had a huge amount of stuff so just as well we had booked
a double pitch. Helpers Annie Muir, Trish Cairns and Peter
Holden were invaluable and thanks also to Doris McLean for
storage facilities.
We trust all our customers are pleased with their purchases
and feel doubly good; they have helped the campaign plus got
a bargain!
“First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you,
then you win.” Mahatma Gandhi

We are always interested to hear you views,
comments and suggestions. These can be on
issues regarding the damaging effects of turbines
on wildlife through to ideas for fundraising. And,
as always, we are very grateful to all our helpers
in delivering this newsletter to as many homes as
we can in the local area. If you are able to assist
with distribution, even if it is to the houses around
your immediate area please let us know. Many
hands - light work!

STRAITON STROLL
COME AND JOIN US FOR A
WALK, FUN AND FOOD
MEET SUNDAY 11TH AUGUST 12PM
@MCCANDLISH HALL
BENNAN HILL WALK
TO DALMORTON HOUSE
FOR BBQ, BEER AND SUMMER
REFRESHMENTS
Donations to SSFS welcome.
Taxiing to/from provided for those who don't want to do
the full stroll
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