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Save Straiton for Scotland objects to the Glenmount proposal on the grounds that the 
development is inappropriately sited in a valued scenic area and will have an adverse effect 
on the local tourism economy. We concur with all the specific objections made by VisitStraiton 
in respect of the damaging effects of the proposal on tourism. Of particular relevance is the 
siting of the proposed wind farm in relation to the Dark Sky Park. 
 
The Glenmount proposal intrudes into the Dark Sky Park, as extended in 2012. 

Sixteen of the turbines lie in a small pocket close to and almost surrounded by the Dark Sky 
Park; however three of the Glenmount turbines are actually within the Dark Sky Park as 
extended in 2012, along with almost all the proposed access track, the met mast, two 
construction compounds, the Substation and Control building and the Network Provider 
compound: see Maps 1 and 2 below.  

We are disturbed by this for the following reasons: 
 
RWE appear to be unaware that their development lies partly inside the Dark Sky Park. 
Paragraph 13.6.45 (Socio-Economics and Tourism) states: 

"The proposed development is not located in Galloway Forest Park or in Galloway 
Forest Dark Sky Park and lies within the buffer area of Galloway and South Ayrshire 
Biosphere Park." 

In respect of the Dark Sky Park, this statement is incorrect.  

We would suggest that the siting of large turbines and associated infrastructure within the 
Dark Sky Park is antithetical to the ethos and intent of the Dark Sky Park. 
 
We are concerned that the encroachment of Glenmount wind farm inside the boundaries of 
the Dark Sky Park is not mentioned at all in the RWE ES. As mentioned above, it is possible 
RWE are unaware of the fact, which reflects poorly on their planning. If they are aware of the 
fact, we feel that the views of the Forestry Commission and South and East Ayrshire Councils 
should be sought urgently as consultees on this specific issue. If they were consulted on this 
issue before the RWE ES was produced, then the results of that consultation should have 
been published in the RWE ES. 



 
 
Map 1 
North-eastern part of the Galloway Forest Dark Sky Park, showing the 2012 extension, taken 
from East Ayrshire Local Development Plan, Main Issues Report. 



 
 

Map 2 
Detail map of the Dark Sky Park, including the 2012 extension, in relation to Glenmount.  

 



Visual Impact of rotating turbines occluding the night sky 

Whilst the Glenmount ES and the associated report by Dr Stuart Lumsden discuss the Dark 
Sky Park and the Scottish Dark Sky Observatory in terms of the visibility of turbines and the 
provision of infra-red lighting, it does not discuss at all the visually disruptive effect of large 
turbines continually moving and occluding the night sky.  This effect would clearly be extreme 
in the immediate vicinity of the turbines and for a considerable radius from them. Only when 
the viewer is completely out of line of sight of any of the turbine blades would the effect 
attenuate. We suggest the Dark Sky Park would no longer be suitable for night-sky viewing 
within a considerable distance of the turbines as planned, and that this would destroy the 
integrity of the existing boundaries of the park, and put its value and status in question.  

Affected Viewpoints within the Dark Sky Park 

1. Viewpoints from the RWE ES 

No fewer than 12 of the viewpoints published as part of the RWE ES are within the 
boundaries of the Dark Sky Park. One other (Loch Doon, no. 4) lies just a few metres outside 
the boundary.  The viewpoints are as follows: 

1 Minor Road to Loch Doon 
4 Loch Doon (just outside DSP) 
5 Craiglee 
9 Shalloch on Minnoch 
10 Carrick Forest (Loch Bradan) 
12 Glenauchie (nr. bridge) 
16 Merrick 
19 Minor Road, near Loch Doon 
20 Core Path: Straiton to Dalcairney 
21 Munteoch Scheduled Monument (no current visibility) 
25 Cornish Hill 
27 SDSO 
28 Craigengillan House) (no current visibility) 
 
These viewpoints are shown on map 3. 

All of these are potential viewpoints for night-sky viewing. Two are currently screened by trees 
(21 and 28). The remainder would be adversely affected – in some cases very severely 
indeed (4, 5, 12, 19 and 20): no one would wish to contemplate the night skies from anywhere 
near any of these viewpoints.  



 

Map 3 



 

2. Viewpoints suggested by the Forestry Commission 

The forestry commission lists ten sites on its map and website for viewing the night skies from 
within the Dark Sky Park. Of these, sites 7 and 8, the car parks at Loch Bradan and Loch 
Doon lie close to the proposed development: the former will be directly afffected, the route to 
the latter will bring potential night sky viewers past the turbines on the road along Loch Doon. 

3. Other likely popular Viewpoints  

It is important to note that the ten map sites listed by the Forestry Commission are not 
"designated" as the sole suitable sites, but are just a few suggestions marked on the map 
because of the convenient nearby parking which they offer. The Forestry Commission 
confirms that there are numerous other sites suitable for safe viewing – both on its website, 
and directly to us by personal communication1. Many of these will be within direct line of sight 
of the turbines. Of particular concern are the following easily accessed routes, which will 
certainly be amongst those used by visitors in search of the Dark Sky experience.  

1. The Carrick Forest Drive, including the sections of road from the A713 junction to 
Loch Doon, and alongside Loch Doon. 

2. Dalcairney to Knockdon footpath, highly impacted by the Glenmount proposal. 

3. The cycle and footpath from Loch Bradan to Loch Doon, on the lower slopes of 
Craiglee, marked on OS maps, signed as a cycle path by the Forestry Commission 
and highly impacted by the Glenmount proposal, but not mentioned in the RWE ES. 

4. The road from Tairlaw Bridge to Knockdon and up to Loch Bradan. 

5. The cycle- and footpath around Loch Bradan 

6. The car park at the Loch Bradan dam above Knockdon 

7. The track beyond the Loch Bradan dam / Knockdon dam car park – which contains 
sites frequently used for wild camping.  

Nos. 1-3 of the above locations can be accessed from both the Dalmellington and the Straiton 
side. Most popular and significant of all is the impact on the Carrick Forest Drive. This road 
will be one that most users of the Dark Sky Observatory will encounter, and many visitors 
already come to view Loch Doon under night skies as well as during the day. Stunning night 
sky photos of Loch Doon are easy to find online.2 

Nos. 4-7 of the list are accessible from the Straiton side: and consist of those roads and paths 
well-used already by visitors – principally walkers, cyclists, anglers and wild campers. They 
represent the nearest access point to the Dark Sky Park for those staying in a holiday cottage 
in Straiton – where many businesses now report growing trade as a result of the Dark Sky 
Park.  

All of these easily accessible points for viewing lie within the "Buffer zone" of the Dark Sky 
Park. However, numerous viewing sites within the core area of the Dark Sky Park, its most 
prized asset, are also within sight of the proposed Glenmount wind farm, and would suffer 
from the visual intrusion of rotating turbine blades against the night sky.   

                                                      
1 "The sites were chosen as good locations where the public can easily and safely stop to observe the 
dark skies. The principle is that the boundary of the dark sky park is what is important and indeed a 
certain mileage out with it as well which stops the stray light element interfering with the intrinsically dark 
skies that we have." – Keith Muir, Head of Tourism, Recreation & Communications, Galloway Forest 
District: email of 10th March 2014 
2 See, for example, the beautiful photos of Loch Doon and nearby places – including the Dark Sky 
observatory, at http://www.flickriver.com/places/United+Kingdom/Scotland/Bellsbank/ 



Key Concepts I : the concept of the Dark Sky Park as offering "beautiful" night skies 

It is important to note that the concept of Dark Sky Parks around the world is not about their 
utility to professional astronomers, but to remind the ever-more urbanised citizens – 
particularly of the developed world – what the night sky actually looks like in its pristine state. 
Public access observatories, of which that at Craigengillan was the first in the world, can 
greatly assist this educational and touristic brief.  

Forestry Commission Scotland stated in its original application for Dark Sky Park status: "The 
presence of stunningly beautiful night sky is a natural phenomenon that could be lost if action 
is not taken now."3 

The International Dark Sky Association states at the very head of its page on Dark Sky Parks: 
"AN INTERNATIONAL DARK SKY PARK IS A LOCATION OF EXCEPTIONAL NIGHTTIME 
BEAUTY, DARK SKIES EDUCATION, AND PRESERVATION OF THE NIGHTTIME 
ENVIRONMENT."4 

The night sky as something of almost overwhelming natural beauty is at the heart of the Dark 
Sky concept.  

Night skies have been regarded as a thing of wonder for millennia across all different human 
cultures. Dark Sky Parks are an attempt in developed nations to preserve something of that 
wonder for new generations. They are a meeting point for aesthetic and spiritual 
contemplation that crosses all cultural and generational boundaries. They allow scientists to 
unravel the mysteries of space and time, they allow atheists and those of all religions to 
contemplate the unknown and unknowable, and they allow a new generation of children to 
develop a sense of wonder at their own existence within the cosmos. 

This sense of wonder is dependent upon the beauty of the Dark Skies.  

Beauty as a construct 

Given that the aesthetic connotations of the Dark Sky Park are so important, and are indeed 
embedded in the very founding principles of International Dark Sky Parks, we suggest it 
would be appropriate to commission a report on the interpolation of turbines in this setting not 
only from the eminent astro-physicists who have commented on the infra-red light issue (but 
who are neither qualified, nor have been commissioned to speak to the aesthetic question)5, 
but also from a respected professional / academic in the field of material culture and the 
created landscape who are qualified to speak to all the aesthetic implications of the proposal. 

The local planning system usually accommodates shared cultural concepts of beauty in its 
assiduous attention to the detail of what is appropriate in what particular area. For a variety of 
reasons, including aesthetic ones, the area of the proposed wind farm has been deemed 
unsuitable for large turbines by the South and East Ayrshire Landscape Wind Capacity 
Studies.  

If the local planning system is bypassed in a Section 36 application, as here, we request that 
final decision-making should not be made in the absence of expert advice on the aesthetic 

                                                      
3 Point 6 of Forestry Commission Scotland's 'Dark Sky Park Status: Why is FCS interested in Galloway 
Forest Park containing a Dark Sky Park?' page in its original Dark Sky Park Application.  
4 http://www.darksky.org/night-sky-conservation/dark-sky-parks accessed 18th March 2014 
5 Dr Stuart Lumsden has commented on the Glenmount and Dersalloch proposals: Professor Woan has 
reported on Dersalloch and Burnhead. Professor Woan acknowledges explicitly in his report on 
proposed infra red lighting at the Dersalloch site that he has not been commissioned to discuss 
aesthetics: "I limit this assessment to factors that could directly affect observational astronomy at the site 
and its Gold-Tier status, and ignore any other aesthetic concerns" (p. 1). Professor Woan does in fact 
say (p. 3) (in relation to Dersalloch) that "The physical presence of wind turbines on the westerly horizon 
close to SDSO could be an aesthetic distraction." Neither Professor Woan nor Dr Lumsden in their 
respective reports take note of the fact that the aesthetic concerns which they do not discuss are in fact 
a key component of the Dark Sky Gold Tier status award – as the IDA itself makes clear.  



implications of the proposal. Beauty is not a subjective judgement about which we can say 
nothing concrete. Art History and the study of material culture (including the study of large 
interventions in the landscape like wind turbines or skyscrapers), have a fully developed 
vocabulary and methodology for studying the "construct of the beautiful" in different cultures 
and different epochs. It is important that this is put on record to inform the decision of the 
Reporter and / or of Scottish Ministers.  

Key Concepts II : the concept of the Dark Sky Park dependent on remoteness 

Part of the essence of Dark Sky Parks is also their remoteness. The GF Dark Sky award was 
made because of the "remoteness" of the Galloway Forest, which would be severely 
compromised by large scale wind turbines.  

"Following a successful application to the IDA [International Dark Sky Association], 
Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) established part of Galloway Forest Park as the 
first Dark Sky Park in the UK – the GFDSP – in November 2009. Due to its 
remoteness, [our emphasis] the GFDSP is currently one of only five “Gold Tier” Dark 
Sky Parks in the western world ... The 2009 FCS Galloway Forest District Dark Sky 
Park application to the IDA6 stated that “the expansion of the tourism sector is the 
primary objective of the Galloway Forest Park” and also that “Tourism is the single 
largest economic development opportunity that the region has. The addition of a Dark 
Sky Park will enhance the tourism product and assist in building the tourism industry 
over the shoulder months”. In their respective letters of support for the GFDSP 
application to the IDA, both VisitScotland and Scottish Enterprise highlighted potential 
benefits of achieving Dark Sky status to the tourism industry sector."7 

We can fairly say that REMOTENESS is a concept recognised by the IDA, the Forestry 
Commission, energy companies8, and all stakeholders as essential to the integrity of 
the Dark Sky Park, and to the tourist opportunity which it presents. 

Dark Sky Park Extension approved by IDA in 2012 

An extension to the Dark Sky Park was approved by the IDA in 2012, with the support of 
landowners and South and East Ayrshire Council. The following is the IDA's statement on the 
extension, warmly recognising its importance:  

'Galloway IDSP Extends Borders, Adds Observatory' 

The International Dark Sky Association is proud to present the Galloway Dark Sky 
Park Extension. Borders of the original International Dark Sky Park (IDSP) have been 
extended to include the recently finished Scottish Dark Sky Observatory (SDSO). The 
location of this observatory is strategically placed for access to some of the darkest 
skies in Scotland as well as easy access for the majority of Scotland’s population, 
making it the perfect combination to educate the public about the importance for dark 
skies. 

Steve Owens, member of the IDSP committee, says about the park, “The Galloway 
Forest Dark Sky Park, established in 2009 by Forestry Commission Scotland, has 
300 square miles of superb dark skies—some of the best in Europe…This addition to 
Europe’s only ‘gold tier’ Dark Sky Park is the first time one has ever been awarded 
and it comes with the support of the landowners and South and East Ayrshire 
Councils. This extension of the boundary is a welcome addition to those dark skies 
and a sign that more and more people are recognizing the value of a truly dark sky. 

                                                      
6 FCS Galloway Forest District Dark Sky Park application to the IDA (2009)  
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/GallowayDarkySkyApp.pdf/$file/GallowayDarkySkyApp.pdf 
7 'The effect of Dersalloch Wind Farm on tourism and the Galloway Forest Dark Skies Park and Scottish 
Dark Skies Observatory at Craigengillan Estate.' Technical Appendix B of the Response to South 
Ayrshire Council Objection Dersalloch Windfarm 2012 ES Addendum (ScottishPower Renewables): 
Feb. 2013, p. 2. 
8 See the quotation from Scottish Power Renewables, above. 



As communities around the Park experience the environmental benefits of dark skies, 
especially new employment from astro-tourism and a global reputation for the 
guardianship of something very special, we hope that we will be able to protect ever 
wider areas through further designations.”

9 

Dark Sky Extension incorporated into East Ayrshire Local Development Plan 

Support for the Dark Sky extension is recommended East Ayrshire's Local Development Plan 
Main Issues Report of 2012 (MIR) – the extension incorporating the Scottish Dark Sky 
Observatory forms part of the "buffer zone" of the park (see map 1 above, taken from the 
MIR, p. 86):  

Issue 27: Preferred option – LDP support for the Dark Sky Park10 

The LDP will support the objectives of the Dark Sky Park. This will be achieved by: 

(i) Developing a policy to support the Dark Sky Park. This policy position will require 
development proposals in the Park, nearby settlements and surrounding rural areas 
to take account of the Dark Sky designation and take measures to limit light pollution. 
Proposals that would have a significant adverse impact on the Dark Sky Park 
will be resisted [our emphasis]. 

(ii) Preparing guidance, in conjunction with the Forestry Commission, to inform people 
of the most appropriate lighting that should be used for their particular purpose. 
Guidance will outline the appropriate approach for the core, buffer and the 
surrounding area. It is proposed that initially the surrounding area will be taken to 
include Dalmellington, Bellsbank, Patna, Waterside and the surrounding rural area, 
however, consideration will be give to expanding this in the future to apply to the 
wider East Ayrshire area. 

The Dark Sky Project is unique in the UK and presents real opportunities to develop 
the tourist economy in the Doon Valley. The Dark Sky Park designation and the 
associated focus on the reduction of light pollution ties into the far wider climate 
change agenda and the drive to increase energy efficiency. 

Dark Sky Park is a valued asset for local tourism businesses. 

The objections to Glenmount put forward by VisitStraiton, in a separate letter attached, 
include the following remarks specifically on the exceptional opportunities which the Dark Sky 
Park offers as a generator of tourism. 

Dark Sky Park success dependent on a perception of wildness 

The Dark Sky Park has proved incredibly successful as a generator of tourism in 
Straiton. It is now regularly mentioned as one of the reasons, and sometimes the 
principal reason that people visit the area.  

It is essential that planners and policy makers of the Scottish Government realise that 
the potential of the Dark Sky Park is incompatible with large-scale turbines on its 
doorstep. The Dark Sky concept is not just about Darkness: it is also about 
wildness, about the ability to go somewhere where the skies are unaltered and 
pristine, and where you can see natural phenomena in conditions which are unsullied 
by human occupation and industry.  

                                                      
9 The International Dark-Sky Association: Press Release, 5th October 2012. 'Galloway IDSP Extends 
Borders, Adds Observatory' 
10 East Ayrshire Local Development Plan: Main Issues Report (2012), paras 5.16.4 to 5.16.5, p. 85 

 



It is also essential that they realise, as we state in our report that a "Dark Sky Park 
must, in order to remain 'Dark', be 'Wild' "11 and that the despoiling of scenic areas 
and communities on the fringes of the Dark Sky Park by wind farm development, will 
alienate visitors to the Wilderness areas which they serve. In other words, visitors to 
the Dark Sky Park have to stay somewhere, and they want to stay somewhere which 
is a complement to the Dark Sky Park itself. 

Dark Sky Park Extension discussion in RWE ES for Glenmount  is inadequate 

As we have already noted, RWE appear to have made a serious error in assuming (perhaps 
on the basis of outdated maps) that their proposal lies outside the GF Dark Sky Park.  

As we have shown, it does not. In this respect, the RWE discussion of the Dark Sky Park is 
clearly completely inadequate. 

However, the RWE ES does discuss both the Dark Sky Park and the Scottish Dark Sky 
Observatory. The principal arenas for this discussion are Chapter 6 (Landscape) and Chapter 
13 (Socio-Economics and Tourism). The Dark Sky Observatory is discussed as a viewpoint in 
the LVA.  

As we have pointed out, the actual 2012 extent of the Dark Sky Park (including the extension) 
is not mentioned at any point in the RWE ES, nor is it indicated on the maps accompanying 
the ES. 

RWE ES: para 13.7.49. states that "no effects on the motivation of mountain bike or dark sky 
visitors is expected." We feel this analysis is fundamentally incorrect, as it takes no account of 
the proximity of moving turbines to many viewing areas within the Dark Sky Park.  

RWE ES analysis of tourism and windfarms is inadequate and misleading 

Moffat report  incorrectly analysed in the context of the current proposal 

The RWE ES draws heavily on the Moffat report of 200812, but does not fully understand the 
report or its implications. 

In the first instance, the most quoted finding of the Moffat report (that there will be little of no 
impact on tourism from wind farm construction) is based on the analysis of tourism in 
Scotland as a whole and is predicated on the idea of tourists relocating from those areas that 
have wind farms to those areas which do not.13 The Moffat report nowhere suggests that 
there will be no local effects on tourism. 

So, given that turbines are noisy, restless and industrial, and as such are at the very least an 
incongruity within or adjoining the deep peace, wildness and remoteness predicated by the 
idea of a Dark Sky Park, we can say for certain that a certain percentage of visitors will be 
completely alienated from the Galloway Forest Dark Sky Park and the Scottish Dark Sky 
Observatory if turbines appear on any of their surrounding skylines. 

In the case of the Dark Sky Park, this begs the question of where the tourists who have come 
to see the stars will relocate to if they don't like wind farms. The fact is that there is no other 
Dark Sky Park in Scotland: it is an important national asset, and any encroachment on this 
asset by wind turbines is likely to cause a nationally significant diminution of tourism – in 
this case Dark Sky Tourism.  

                                                      
11 VisitStraiton: Wind Farm Development and Tourism in Straiton, p. 20 
12 The economic impacts of wind farms on Scottish tourism: a report for the Scottish 
Government. The Moffat Centre for travel and tourism business development, Glasgow 
Caledonian University, March 2008 [Moffat report]. 
13 Moffat report, p. 261 



Other Dark Sky Parks – Northumberland National Park 

Galloway Forest Dark Sky Park was one of the first to be designated by the International Dark 
Sky Association: and when it was built, the Scottish Dark Sky Observatory was the first public 
use observatory in the world. Above, we quoted from the 2013 Addendum to Scottish Power 
Renewables presentation on the Dark Sky Park in relation to Dersalloch. At the time the 
report was written, there were five Gold Tier Dark Sky Parks, and only one of them (the 
Galloway Forest) contained a public use observatory.  

However there are now eight Gold Tier Dark Sky parks globally, and one of them is bound to 
compete as a UK and European attraction with the GFDSP. Northumberland National Park 
and Kielder Water Forest Park were jointly awarded Gold Tier Dark Sky Park status in 
December 2013: and there is also a public-use observatory there – and they are only a 
hundred miles or so from the Galloway Forest.  

The English planning system and the English National Park system are much less likely than 
the current Scottish system to permit any turbine development near sensitive areas of the 
new Northumberland Dark Sky Park.  

To permit the development of wind farms anywhere that seriously infringes on any principal 
assets of the Galloway Forest Dark Sky Park or anywhere visible on the skyline from the Dark 
Sky Observatory or nearby viewing locations in the Dark Sky Park would seriously weaken 
the appeal of the GFDSP in comparison with that of its English neighbour.  

There is no room for Scottish Ministers to be complacent about losing the unique 
attractiveness of its wild and remote areas, including the Dark Sky Park. The Press release 
from the International Dark Sky Association already describes the Kielder Observatory as "the 
UKʼs largest and most active public observatory." It is essential that the GFDSP and the 
Scottish Dark Sky Observatory are released from the burdens of excessive speculative wind 
farm applications in order to concentrate on enhancing and marketing their unique offering.  

By even considering the construction of more wind farms on the borders of the Galloway 
Forest Dark Sky Park, the Scottish Government risk losing the initiative completely, and 
destroying the value of a key asset.  

Moffat Report predicated on the idea that local planning will prevent wind farm 
development in scenic areas.  

The RWE ES assessment fails to recognise that the final conclusions of the Moffat report do 
not apply to the Glenmount scenario, as the Moffat report stresses the importance of 
continuing to adhere to local planning policies which have so far acted to prevent wind farms 
from being built in scenic areas: it is important to note too that the continuance of such 
protection is taken as a given by the report.14 The Glenmount development is proposed in 

                                                      
14 Moffat Report: p. 53: “In the UK the planning system, discussed in Chapter 13, has an important role. 
An environmental appraisal is required for all developments and where there is a significant negative 
impact on the environment the assumption is that the development will not be allowed. Given the 
assumed direct relationship between landscape and tourism, ex post findings of limited impact of wind 
farms on tourism could be taken as evidence of effective planning rather than evidence that wind farms 
in inappropriate locations or linked in a continuous band could not have serious negative effects on 
tourism.” .......................................................................................................................................... contd./ 
Ibid. p. 67: “There is often strong hostility to developments at the planning stage on the grounds of the 

scenic impact and the knock on effect on tourism. However the most sensitive of these do not appear to 
have been given approval so that where negative impacts on tourism might have been a real outcome 
there is, in practice, no evidence of a negative effect.” ................................................................... contd./ 
Ibid. p. 68: “Even if there is a loss of value the effect on tourism in practice is extremely small. This 
possibly reflects ... the effect of the planning system preventing seriously adverse developments.” 
 ........................................................................................................................................................ contd./ 
Ibid. p. 86: “We conclude that whilst there is evidence of a belief from local people prior to a 
development that it might be injurious to tourism there is virtually no evidence of significant change after 
development has taken place. However that is not to say that it could not have an effect, rather it reflects 



direct contravention of local planning guidance, as laid out in the East and South Ayrshire 
Landscape Wind Capacity Studies, and so presents a type of development which was not 
studied by the Moffat report, which considered only those wind farms which had been 
sensitively located away from scenic areas according to local planning policies. 

The authors of the Moffat report did not anticipate anything resembling the siting of the 
Glenmount proposal, beside an SSSI, which happens also to be one of the most beautiful and 
highly valued lochs in Southern Scotland, and partly within a Dark Sky Park, which is 
predicated on the idea of natural beauty and remoteness from civilisation and industry. 

Survey results show significant minorities oppose wind farms 

A number of recent surveys assessing reaction to wind farms have been conducted in the last 
few years.15  

For the purposes of assessing the likely damage to tourism of wind farms, the figures for 
those who “like” or “approve of” or “would not be deterred by” wind farms are irrelevant, even 
if they are in the majority. These majorities are the status quo, the people who will continue to 
visit. What tourist businesses need to know is the numbers of people who will stop coming if 
a wind farm is built in their area. The statistics for these significant minorities are revealing: 

 Moffat OnePoll16 ComRes17 YouGov18 

% of opposition 
to wind farms by 
potential visitors 

25% negative 
(including 10% 

strongly 
negative) 

20% UK 
18% Scottish 

23% 26% 

 

These figures are far too high for tourist businesses to be complacent about their prospects if 
wind farms are built nearby. The average for the figures in the table above is 22.4% 

The threshold for assuming a high negative effect on business is estimated by some analysts 
at 15%19. BiGGAR Economics' threshold for the RWE ES (apparently lacking an evidential 
basis) is 20%. Using either measure, the results for business are bad: all four development 
surveys predict that visitors will decline in proportions from 18 to 26%. They are remarkably 
consistent. In all cases, the surveys predict that visitor drop-off may be enough to endanger 
business sustainability/survival. 

Paragraph 13.7.56 of the RWE ES states that: 

"The existing evidence finds only a very small group of people would change their 
behaviour to the extent that they would not visit an area due to the presence of wind 
farms. This existing evidence together with the few significant visual effects of the 
proposed development on baseline tourism routes leads to the assessment that the 
proposed development would, at worst, result in a negligible change in the propensity 
of tourists visiting the Local Area." 

                                                                                                                                                        
the undoubted fact that where outstanding scenery, with high potential tourist appeal, has been 
threatened, permission has been refused.” 
15 conveniently cited in the RES socio-economic survey conducted for RES Keirs Hill wind farm by PBA 
Roger Tym. 
16 for VisitScotland, April 2012, as cited in the Keirs Hill Environmental Statement, chapter 16 
17 June 2012, as cited in the Keirs Hill Environmental Statement, chapter 16 
18 YouGov, for Scottish Renewables, , as cited in the Keirs Hill Environmental Statement, cap.16 
19 PBA Roger Tym: based on survey evidence, as quoted in the Socio Economic report for Keirs Hill 
wind farm. 



We find that this statement completely misrepresents the size of the substantial minorities 
(over 20%) who would be deterred from re-visiting, on the basis of the general surveys cited 
above.  

Mountaineering Council of Scotland Survey 

On 17th March 2014, a survey was published by the Mountaineering Council of Scotland. 

"A survey of nearly 1,000 climbers and hill walkers, carried out by the Mountaineering 
Council of Scotland, revealed that 68% say parts of Scotland are now less appealing 
because of wind farms. Around two thirds have already been put off by wind farms 
from visiting or revisiting places in Scotland they had visited before. 

Over four-fifths of respondents said there must be protection for National Parks, 
National Scenic Areas and Core Areas of wild land. Two-thirds want buffer zones so 
developers cannot spoil these special areas by placing industrial-scale wind farms 
around their perimeters.  

And 67% say wind farms are making Scotland as a whole a less appealing place to 
visit."20 

The results of this survey are clearly of great importance to the future planning of wind farm 
development around the borders of the Galloway Forest Park and Dark Sky Park. All surveys 
of tourism so far have been general surveys of tourists in general. 

Not all tourists are interested in visiting the hill country. In the case of Ayrshire there is also an 
active coast/beach tourism, golf tourism and Burns tourism for example. All of these tourists 
will have been included in the surveys done to date on the impact of wind farms on tourism. 
For example, the Dumfries and Galloway intercept surveys for the Moffat report were done in 
Tourist Information centres in Dumfries and Kirkcudbright. These may have included people 
interested in visiting wild mountain scenery, but they equally may not.  

The Mountaineering Council survey is the first to concentrate on a particular target group. It is 
a group which is highly significant for the Galloway Forest, which contains the highest and 
most rugged mountains in Southern Scotland. There will be significant overlap between this 
demographic and – more generally – the demographic of visitors to the Galloway Forest. 

The results must give weight to the idea that wind farm construction in scenic wild and 
mountain areas is a potential disaster for Scotland as a whole, not just for the local areas 
concerned.  

A PDF copy of the full Mountaineering Council Survey is available at  
http://www.mcofs.org.uk/assets/pdfs/mcofs-wind-farm-survey-report_2014.pdf and we request 
that its full conclusions are considered as they are of high relevance to this proposal.  

                                                      
20 Mountaineering Council of Scotland website http://www.mcofs.org.uk/news.asp?s=2&id=MCS-
N11385&nc= accessed March 2014. 



Conclusions 

1. The RWE ES is incorrect in stating that the Glenmount proposal is outside the 
Galloway Forest Dark Sky Park. Three of the Glenmount turbines are actually within 
the Dark Sky Park as extended in 2012, along with almost all the proposed access 
track, the met mast, two construction compounds, the Substation and Control building 
and the Network Provider compound. The remaining 16 turbines are extremely close 
to the Dark Sky Park to the south, west, north and north-east. 

2. The issue of lighting, whether infra-red or not, is not the only issue which the 
proposed Glenmount wind farm must address in terms of its compatibility with the 
intended purpose of the Dark Sky Park – indeed it is a relatively minor issue. The 
Glenmount proposal fails to consider the visually disruptive effect of large turbines 
continually moving and occluding the night sky.  This effect would clearly be extreme 
in the immediate vicinity of the turbines and for a considerable radius from them. Only 
when the viewer is completely out of line of sight of any of the turbine blades would 
the effect attenuate. We suggest the Dark Sky Park would no longer be suitable for 
night-sky viewing within a considerable distance of the turbines as planned, and that 
this would destroy the integrity of the existing boundaries of the park, and put its 
value and status in question. 

3. The siting of the access track, infrastructure and three turbines within the Dark Sky 
Park is unacceptable: as it would destroy the dark-sky viewing opportunities in the 
immediate area and for a considerable distance into the Dark Sky Park.  

4. The remaining sixteen turbines are far too close to the boundaries of the Dark Sky 
Park and would severely impact potential viewing areas – for example those on and 
near the Carrick Drive and Loch Doon; and those in the upper Girvan valley and 
around Loch Bradan.  

5. Some core areas of the Dark Sky Park are also within sight of turbine movement. 

6. The Galloway Forest, Dark Sky Park and Galloway and South Ayrshire Biosphere 
offer a unique  experience, dependent not just upon dark skies but also on a sense of 
remoteness, wilderness and closeness to nature. It was "due to its remoteness"21 that 
the Dark Sky Park was awarded its “Gold Tier” Dark Sky Park status. Remoteness is 
one of the key concepts underlying a Dark Sky Park – on which is incompatible with 
the industrialisation of wind turbines.  

7. Exceptional Beauty is at the heart of the Dark Sky Concept, as stated explicitly in the 
Forestry Commission Scotland application and in the stated aims of the International 
Dark Sky Association. The exceptional beauty of an unpolluted night sky is one which 
is incompatible with moving turbines, occluding the night sky and bringing noise and 
unrest where there should be peace and tranquillity.  

8. This remoteness and wildness and natural beauty is sought by all the many visitors 
who now come to enjoy the Dark Sky Park experience and would be severely 
compromised by development which the Moffat report on Wind farms and Tourism 
says would "in effect ...  industrialise large areas of wilderness or semi-wilderness".22 

9. The "Beauty" of night skies in uncluttered natural surroundings is not a subjective 
issue, but one which is a shared cultural construct (with very deep roots). As such it is 
open to analysis, documentation, and assessment by academic study. We argue that 
moving turbines silhouetted against the night sky would destroy this beauty: if RWE 
argue that it would not, we would suggest that a report is commissioned on the 

                                                      
21 SPR Addendum p. 2 to Dersalloch wind farm application, Feb. 2013 
22 Moffat report, p. 34, referring to all wind farms involving large numbers of turbines sited on exposed 
ground. 



aesthetic implications of the proposal from a recognised professional in the field of 
material culture and the constructed landscape.  

10. The Scottish Dark Sky Observatory is an asset to Scotland which is too great to be 
compromised by any large-scale wind farm development in its vicinity. 

11. Competition from the Northumberland National Park and Kielder Water Forest Park 
Dark Sky Park and Kielder observatory mean that it is all the more important that 
Scotland's first and only Gold Tier Dark Sky Park is protected.  

12. We note that in a recent survey on the proposed Keirs Hill wind farm, near to 
Glenmount, 70% of tourism businesses felt that the impact of the proposed wind farm 
would be bad for tourism in Ayrshire, and 4% felt that it would be positive: we request 
that comprehensive and objective tourism surveys to be undertaken in relation to 
Glenmount, and including the Dark Sky issue.  

13. We note the conclusion in the Moffat report that "The evidence is overwhelming that 
wind farms reduce the value of the scenery"23 and believe that this reduction in scenic 
value is inappropriate for an area so valuable to Scotland as a whole. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
POSTSCRIPT 
 
 
Had I the heavens' embroidered cloths,  
Enwrought with golden and silver light,  
The blue and the dim and the dark cloths 
Of night and light and the half light,  
I would spread the cloths under your feet: 
But I, being poor, have only my dreams; 
I have spread my dreams under your feet; 
Tread softly because you tread on my dreams. 
 

W.B. Yeats 
 
 

                                                      
23 The economic impacts of wind farms on Scottish tourism: a report for the Scottish  
Government. The Moffat Centre for travel and tourism business development, Glasgow  
Caledonian University, March 2008 [Moffat report], p. 283 
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19RWE ES  Glenmount Viewpoints 
located within the Dark Sky Park:

1 Minor Road to Loch Doon
4 Loch Doon (just outside DSP)
5 Craiglee
10 Carrick Forest (Loch Bradan)
12 Glenauchie (nr. bridge)
19 Minor Road, near Loch Doon
20 Core Path: Straiton to Dalcairney
21 Munteoch Scheduled Monument
27 SDSO
28 Craigengillan House

Also within the Dark Sky Park’s core 
area, but off the map to the south:

9 Shalloch on Minnoch
16 Merrick
25 Cornish Hill

28



Viewpoint 4: Loch Doon

Viewpoint 20: Straiton / Dalcairney Viewpoint 12: near Glenauchie

Viewpoint 19: Minor road near Loch Doon

Viewpoints in the Dark Sky Park (Viewpoint 4 just outside the boundary)
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